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During thi last three vrars. ever

aince the be.-.inning of thc war in
Europe, thc puMishers" Hitfl ol new

books have shown a grndOM] diminu-
tion in numbers. The total of the
output announced for the fall of this
year is smaller than was that for the
corresponding period in 1915, whieh,
in its turn. showed a decrease from
the figurcs for 1914. The movement

toward more conservative publish-
ing, the unwillin :nr<i to "gamble."
began, it is true, some years before
thi outbreak of hostilities.the
"fewer hut better books" movement

but h i- B .'.eriable that the war

accelerated that movement, at iirst

from motives oi prudence, of watc'n-
ful waitine:, so to speak. It rapidly
gained momer.tum, since caution
proved profitable; and now. with the
enormous rise in the cost of all the
materials that go to the making of a

book, a further restriction of pub-
lishing may bi expected. Incident-
ally, it has been discovered that the
same amount of business. and more,

can be done flrith I smaller output.
Thc country is piospering; the book
season has opened most promisingly;
and more careful publishing will cer-

tainly not be to the detriment of lit-
erature. Quite the reverse. And the
old beiief that a national election is
bad for business has certainly not

proved true in the book trade thus
far this year.

AMERICA FIRST.
A review of the publishers' an-

r.ouncerr.ents lor the fall and early
v inter certainly leaves an impres-
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* A likable young Englishmrm, a

whimsicul Parisian philosopher, a

daahinr; American girl, and a brave
little «.i J<7.hter of France combine to

make "I he WondeKul Year" an en-

gaging period.
. Lven "The Beloved Vagabond and
"The Fortunate Yc.nth" must give
place to thia aa being Mr. Lockc's
most charming a.tory. It ia a book
that ia full of the joy of youth, the
thhll of adventure, and the apell of
romance.
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sion of high quality. The quantity
one does not miss; indeed, it is good
cause for rcjoicing.
The book market appears to have

adiustcd itsclf to new conditions. It
has reassumed a normal tone. The
"war book" does not dominate it as

it has done during the Iast two

years. It still continucs to be an-

noum ed in vast numbcrs, but to

oflset this we have, for instance, the
interesting list of new biographies
and memoirs, Ameriean and for-
eicn. already published or in course

oi publication, and, furthermore, the
list of sanc and sound, thought-
fal, well-grounded works on Ameri¬
ean problcms instead of the supcr-
ficiaJ, half-informed panaccas for all
our collective ills put out without
discrimination a few years ago. We
have learned, our reformers in a,

hu'ry have come to undcrstand that
WU must confront conditions, not

theories; that we cannot reform the
world by ignoring its past.ignoring
it in both senses of the word.and
that we cannot make it better over-

night by simply sctting it on its
head. The Iast two years have taught
us, also, in a memorable phrase. to

"think internationally," whether it
bc for national prcparedncss or for
world peaee. Our idealism, our faith
in the mission of America to the
world. will be all the strongcr for an

understanding of that world's his-'
tory. and of our true part in it thus
far, social and economic as well as

diplomatic and military. It will be
all the stronger, also, for a more ac-i

curate knowledge of the total lack
of altruism in the policies of the na¬

tions.
WAR BOOKS.

The literature of the war is in-
creasingly devoted to personal nar-

ratives of soldicrs and nurses. Even

Desmond's Daughter
By Maud Diver

IA vivid itory of Anglo-
Indian life by ihe author
of "Captain Deamond,
V. C," "The Great Amu-
let," "Candle* in the
Wind," etc.

The Breath off
the Dragon
By A. H. Fitch

A love gtory of modern
China, pictu'ing the lega-

I tion life, that in the Em-
¦r, n¦ pregg Dowager * 1 alace

and at the Court of the
King of Beggar*.

The More Excellent
Way
By Cyrus Townsand Brady

I Modern Society and the
Divorce Question, the
tcene* in New York, Sor-
rento, Bermuda and Reno.
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the correspondent has stepped into
the background. An occasional book
of wider outlook is still appearing,
Kilaire Belloc's courageously frank
"Battle of the Marne," for instance;
Frederick Palmer's forthroming "My
Second Year of the Great War." and
Captain X's "Joflre." On account of
their authorship John Masefield's

F.I.I.F.N M1Y.
i"War, Feaee Bnc thc Future": G. P.

Pntaaaa'a Beaa.)

"Gallipoli." and "Told in a French
Garden," by thr author of "A Hill-
top on the Marne," may be added.
And on account of their subjects.
"Handicrafts for the Handicapped"
and "Friends of France," this an ac¬

count of the field service of the
American ambulnnces. And there is
Maeterlinck's "The Wrack of the

MKS. STl'AKT CHASE.
("A Honeymoon F.xperiment": Hough-

ton Mifflin Company.)

Storm" in his native country.
But for the moment attempts to

write diplomatic histories of the war

from the official documents whieh
the different governments have sem

fit to publish have ceased. A %;n-
eiation will probably pass b;fore
these governments will see fit, if
ever, to make public the documents
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The New Novel by the Au-
thor of'' The Salamander.''

TMEWOMAN
C1VLS

. Dv
OWLN JOM N SON(

a^gftf Vaffcs, $1.1,0 net
At all BaahtoUar*

ALGEBNON BLACKWOOD.
"Jullus le VsIIob": K. F. Dutton &

Co.)

they have thus far suppressed. An
attempt is made, this autumn, by Mr.
Von Maeh, to read into the evidence
certain German dor-:m»nts, and doc¬
uments unearthed by Germany, but
that is ail. The world will have to

wait for all thc facts until the time
is ripe.

RIOGRAPHY.
The process shouhl perhaps be

borne in mind when one turns to thc

biographies, autobiographies, mem-

oira, reminiscences and portraits.
and to the volumes of past history.
in whieh the new season is so grat-
ifyingly rich.
Among American biographies, or,

to be exact, biographies of American
worthies, firat place must be given
this season to the Enslish "Abraham
Lincoln" of I.ord Charnwood, re-

viewed in these columns a week ago.
Lincoln litcrature, indeed, has re¬

ceived some notaMc additiens in the
course of the year. The penod of
the Civil War is further rcpresented
in the publishers' lists by still an¬

other attempt to vindicate George
B. McClcllan's military carcer: by m
early life and letters of S'onewall
Jackson: by a sludy of Andrew

Johnson's military governorship of
Tennessee; by the reminiscences of
Frederick W. Seward, the son of
Lincoln's Secretary of War. whieh
eome down to last year. and by a

life of Major General John A. Raw-

lins, a Union vcteran and for a brief

period Secretary cf War in Grant's
first Cabinet.
Of American contemporaries,

Rooker T. Washington comes first
in the season's list, a truly great
American whose services to the na¬

tion continue to live and work after
him. One life of him by a Southern
white in sympathetic, helpful touch
with lhe Negro and his proolems
has already appeared; another is to

eome. Another Negro, a modest col-
laborator of Washington's, one of
his enthusiastic followers, the Rev.
James D. Corrothers. tells the story
of his own rise in liffl in "In Spitc
of the Handicaps."

Mr. Howells is to give us "Years
of My Youth"; Charles Frohman's
carcer, written by Isaac Marcosson
in collaboration with Daniel Froh-
man, is on the eve of publication;
E. H. Sothern's reminiscences, "The
Melancholy Tale of 'Me,'" have just
appeared. J. Kanken Towse's "Sixty
Years of the Theatre" is classirled
elsewhere under the head of Drama,
but may be mentioned here in con-

nection with these two volumes of
theatrical interest.

In the English tield the number of
new volumes of reminiscences of the
Victorian era claims comment. It is

likely that some of these books. at

least, were held baek at the begin¬
ning of the war for publication at a

more propitious moment. However
that may be. here they are: Lord
Redesdale's "Memorics," the most

voluminous, comprehensive and rich-
ly aneedotic of them all. Well eon-

nected, a sportsman and a lover of
music, a diplomat of wide experi¬
ence, he touches upon the life and
the perso-iages of his time, on pub¬
lic affairs and international ques¬
tions from many points of view. His
reminiscences cover the reign of
Edward VII, and end with the year
1912.
Next to Lord Redesdale's book we

have the Rt. Hon. G. W. E. Rus-
seil's "Portraits of the Seventies."
i.onfessedly an attempt to continue
through another decade the gallery
oegun by Justin McCarthy bfl his
"Portraits of the Sixties." A third
book of the kind is Krnest H. Vize-
telly's "Great Victotians."
Within | few months two studies

of Dante have made their appear-
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ATriumph forAny
Writer of Fiction!

Se'.dom indeed does a book that idepenels
almost ertirely upon clever character draw-
ing succeed in holding the reader's a!lentk>n
so abyorbingly » "The Wall Street Giri." by
Frederick Orin Bartlett. . . . The people,
quite everyday people. whom one lostlei
ajrainst constantly, become the objects of
friendly sympathy from the hesrinniriiT. Per¬

haps the author his "builded better than he
knew" in (riving us the really strikingfv
tvpical young American man, in the pervm _.,

w

of Don. So lovahle, limple^nd strortg a

character hii not often been dnwn in a

book of this slight nature. Yet it is scarcdy
just to cxtt il slight inerel> because it is un-

pretentious. The title leads one to expect
lOBsflthlBp* epherrreral, but the content is a

piece of excellent realisn ol the school of
Mr. Howells. Not a word too much. BOf a

|H r in the firm, sure touch whieh carries us

Jong easily and snoothly on a pleaiant
cartter through Wail Street lo other pasturrs.
even for a few davs to rural New tnpFand.
where siarts out an excellent personige, thc
aunt 4>f the heroine, who is quite worthy of
Miss W'ikins's pen. The reader lavs doan
the volume with a feeling of perfect sati-
faction and looks about for another book
from thc same pcn. Whieh is a triumph for
any writer of fiction...Vaa" York Times.

Ask at vour bookstore for "THE WALL STREET GIRL"
by FREDERICK ORIN BARTLETT (price $1.35 nct),or
si'nd to thc publishers, Houghton Mifflin Company, 16 E.
40th Street, New York.
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Coming October 14th
A new novel by the author of

"THE BUNDNEaSS OF VIRTUE"

THE SINS otthei
CHILDREN

A vital itory of American fajnily life

By COSMO HAMILTON
A novel of life and temptation as it is met today.

Mr. Hamilton has handled a diflicult theme fearlessly,
but delicately, and a more charming love atory than
that of big. honest Peter Guthrie and Betty Townsend
has not been to!d in a long time. While its canrior
will be condemned by a few, people conversant with
modern thought and literature will praise it without
reservation, and it will cause many to ask themselves
"Have I done my duty by my ehildren?"

A Book with a Big Meiwage for Every Parent.
352 Pages. $1.40 net. At All Boohsellers

Publishers, Little, Brown & Company, Boitoi
El'G ¦=J«EKC

If you like a good book
visit our easily reached shop.

FOR that new novel you've been araajftal "

read, or that book af biography or travtl you
Cifl'l find elsewhere, step around to our

!unii;ly located shop at 40th and Park Avenue.

An unusually complete stock and courteous sfrvlce
will make your visit a pleasant one, whether it h^ts
tive minutes or two hours.

We'll be glad to mail our catalog. May we'

The Service Book Shop
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIBTY
Park Avenue and Fortieth Street

New Yo r k

ance. A third work on the poet, by
C. Ei, Grandgent, is to appear thi*
fall. On the other hand. the neglect
of the tercentcnary of Cervantes's
death, last April, has not been tar-

Cily repaired by our publishers. A
^.ries of "Irishmen of To-day" opens
uith volumea on Sir Edward Carson,
George Moore and "A. E."

ln conclusion, mention may be
made of "A New England Child-
bood," on account of the early years
of Edmund Clarence Stedman.

HISTORY.
The reeent Irish rising has already

found its first historian* in James
Stephens ("The Dublin Insurrec-
tion") and L. S. Redmond Howard
("Six Days of the Irish Republic").
A "History of Cotton aa a World
Power," by Jame« A. B. Scherer,
daims a word of comment. The au¬

thor trace« the influence of cotton

on the history of the world since the
days of Greece and Rome, through
the Oriental trade of Genoa and
Venice, the cotton markets oi their
day, then through the Civil War
down to the renewed revelation of
its world-importance in the present
Ktruggle.
The rewriting of history by the

light of current events, and under
thc influence of current paaaiona,
ha* already been referred to. The
1 rench Kevolution and the Napole-
onic era are receiving renewed at-

tentlon.partly, no doubt, in books
l.inned originally for publication in

the ye.u of the centenary of Water-
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